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Pentecost: May 20—A Day to Think About the Wholeness of the Church 
An Act of Thanksgiving 


For Our Unity in Christ 


We give thanks to Almighty God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, that we are 
one in our Lord Jesus Christ; not by the agreement of our minds or the 
consent of our wills, but by that which he, in his infinite Grace, has done 
for us in his incarnation, death and resurrection, and by the gift of the 
Holy Spirit. 

WE THANK THEE, O GOD. 


We give thanks for the knowledge that though we are divided in outward 
form we all are the objects of the love and grace of God. 


WE THANK THEE, O GOD. 


We give thanks for the joy that we have found in sharing the treasures 
of worship and devotion that we even now hold in common. 


WE THANK THEE, O GOD. 


We acknowledge that our understanding of the truth as it is in Jesus 
has been limited by our pride, wilfulness and narrowness of mind, and that 
our witness to the world is weakened by our divisions. 


LORD, HAVE MERCY UPON US. 


We pray that all men everywhere, in a world distracted and divided, 
may turn to Christ, who makes us one in spite of our divisions; that he 
may bind in one those whom many worldly claims set at variance; and 


that the world may at last find peace and unity in him; to whom be glory 
for ever. 


LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER. 











Letters to the Editors 





Preacher Trades 12-in. Gun for Pea-Shooter 





For Simpler Words and Style 
To THE OUTLOOK: 


How can we communicate to our day? 
This question struck me rather forcefully 
after reading a thesis of a young man 
who is entering the ministry. In this 
thesis a very warm and living subject was 
crippled by cold language of a century or 
more ago. Of course, this forced me to 
survey my own preaching. What have I 
found? That I am trying to blast off loads 
for a twelve-inch gun when a “pea-shooter” 
works better with well-chosen shot! It 
seems that the stream of theological en- 
deavor should have thrown an ample sup- 
ply of choice pebbles upon the shores of 
time. Perhaps this is our trouble? Per- 
haps we rely too much upon them and 
neglect that basic requirement, an in- 
timacy with God that will make real pol- 
ishers out of us and instruments that can 
hit the mark? 

Rovert Doom. 
Earle, Ark. 


Services Abroad 
To THE OUTLOOK: 


In answer to numerous requests I have 
pleasure in sending you a list of Presby- 
terian or inter-denominational Protestant 
services held in English in some of the 
major tourist cities of Europe. 


American Protestant Services (Non-Epis- 
copalian ) 

PARIS: The American Church, 65 Quai 
d’Orsay 

BERLIN: The American Church, Onkel 
Tom Strasse, West Sector 

BONN: Stimson Memorial Chapel, Plit- 
tersdorf near Bad Godesberg and Bonn 

ATHENS: The American Community 
Church, 66 Sina Street 


Church of Scotland Services (American 
visitors welcome) 

AMSTERDAM: Amsterdam Church Begin- 
jhof 10:30 a.m. 

BRUSSELS: St. Andrews Church, 181, 
Chaussée de Vleurgat. 11 a.m. 

GENEVA: Chapelle de St. Légar, 20, rue 
St. Léger 10:30 a.m. (July to Septem- 
ber 10 a.m.) 

GENOA: Anglican Church, via Goito, 
Piazza Marsala, 2nd Sun. each month. 
October-June 11 a.m. 

LAUSANNE: Scots Kirk, avenue de Ru- 
mine 10:30 a.m. 


LISBON: Church of Scotland, Rua da 
Arriaga 13 11 a.m. 
PARIS: The Scots Kirk, British Embassy 


Cinema, 59 avenue Hoche 10:30 a.m. 
ROME: St. Andrew’s Church, 7 Via Venti 

Settembre 11 a.m. 

ROTTERDAM: Schiedamse Vest 121 11 

a.m. 

Many Episcopalian (American) and An- 
glican (British) services are held in the 
above and other European cities. 

Any European visitor is advised to check 
this information and especially times of 
services with the hotel where he is staying. 
If hotels do not have accurate information 
on hand they can get it locally. 

MArceL PRADERVAND, General Secretary, 

World Presbyterian Alliance. 

Geneva, Switzerland. 


Wider Discrimination 
To THE OUTLOOK: 

In your issue of April 23, relating to the 
“Protestant Lag in Desegregation,” the 
statistics cited indicate that Negro segre- 
gation in his church affiliation has been 
self-imposed. 

Except in the South, theoretically at 
least, the doors of the white Protestant 
churches have been open for a hundred 
years. Theoretically at least, racial preju- 
dice and discrimination has existed only 
in the South, and the pulpit and press 
elsewhere has advocated social equality at 
every level, or as Dr. Blake puts it, “An 
integrated society at every level’’ which of 
course means at the family level, the 
school level, the state level and in the 
church. 

Since millions of Negroes live North 
of the Ohio in the region of the great non- 
discriminating churches, with their doors 
open wide in welcome without regard to 
race or color, the facts cited by Dr. Gal- 
lagher that so few Negroes have entered, 
indicates that the doors have not been 
opened wide enough, or else the Negro 
prefers voluntary segregation in his own 
church adapted to his emotional and cul- 
tural level. 

As to the Roman Catholics leading, the 
300,000 Negro Catholics signifies little in- 
road on the fifteen million Negro Ameri- 
cans. 

The Catholic witness is discredited here, 
since in this area dominated by them 
before the Louisiana Purchase, Protes- 
tants were not allowed freedom of wor- 
ship, Jews were excluded and Negroes 
tolerated only as slaves. 

Frep H. Forp. 
New Orleans, La. 

NOTE—Mr. Ford is stated clerk of the 
Presbytery of New Orleans of the USA 
Church. 


For the Montreat Assembly: 
What Does Christ Want? 


To THE OUTLOOK: 


With the General Assembly’s Montreat 
meeting date approaching, and the church 
facing one of its greatest opportunities 
to solve one of its most persistent prob- 
lems, that of racial equality in the church, 
it is with disappointment that one hears 
increasingly in ecclesiastical circles an 
argument which stops far short of the 
target. From opponents and proponents 
of eradicating the racial bars in the church 
life one hears again and again the pseudo- 


_ axial statements concerning what the Ne- 


gro Christian does or does not want, or 
what the Latin-American Christian does 
or does not want, or what the white Chris- 
tian does or does not want. 

It would seem that so long as we con- 
fess the church to be Christ’s church, not 
the church of one group or another or of 
all groups combined, that it might be taken 
for granted that our argumentation would 
revolve around the question of what Christ 
wants. It would seem that the church 
would take it for granted that what is 
decided in regard to the wishes of Christ 
shall automatically be what the church 
does or works for. 


Let us then have an end, from the ec- 
clesiastical point of view, to the vain 
arguments about what this, that, or the 
other group would prefer. The Latin- 
American, the Negro, the Oriental-Ameri- 
ean, et al, though Christian, sins just as 
truly as does any other Christian. Few 
Christians among them would deny it. 
Though they all sought complete segrega- 
tion in the life of the church for their 
groups (which they by no means seek or 
desire) it would still be just as sinful for 
them as it is for other Christians to seek 
the same kind of segregation. If unbiased 
fellowship is required by the love of Christ 
in his church, then let our discussion be 
spent on how best to attain it. And both 
the Scriptures and the church declare this 
to be the case. 
Palmyra, Mo. Ray Spivey. 


Competition or Cooperation? 
To THE OUTLOOK: 


A very fine layman who is an officer of 
the Men of the Church organization re- 
lated an interesting experience and made 
a suggestion that has possibilities. I shall 
try to quote him as accurately as possible: 

“Maybe I ought to keep my mouth shut 
but I have been a part of something 
recently that I think has possibilities in 
the work of the church. As you men 
know, I am in the termite control business. 
My competitor and I happened into the 
same restaurant some time ago to get a 
cup of coffee and engaged in conversation. 
Each of us knew that we had a number 
of potential customers that we could not 
reach with our product and our business. 
We decided that we would exchange lists 
of names. The result has been that each 
of us has several new customers and both 
of us are taxed to the limit of our time 
and ability to serve them all. We have 
both been astounded at the result.” 

He proceeded to list other results be- 
sides increased business which had made 
him very thoughtful. He and his com- 
petitor had become close personal friends. 
Before their agreement they had known 
little about each other and were prone 
to be suspicious of each other’s motives 
and methods. “Now, I think he is a 
wonderful fellow and is as honest as the 
day is long. We visit once in awhile and 
exchange ideas about how to do our 
work. It has paid off in lots of ways,” he 
said. Then he continued: 

“I have been wondering if something 
like that could be done in the churches. 
Would it be possible for you preachers to 
exchange lists of names of members that 
I am going to call ‘dead timber’ that are 
on the rolls? Most churches have some 
and I think you will agree with me that 
ours has some. For instance, could you 
say to the other Presbyterian preachers 
in town, ‘Here are the names of some 
people that we have failed to reach. They 
are on our rolls but they never render 
any service. Maybe you could do some- 
thing with them.’ Would such a thing be 
possible here?” 

I was happy to be able to tell him that 
this was being done in our town, though 
in a somewhat limited way. Such a 
method would raise a good many prob- 
lems. Changing the Book of Church 
Order will not solve them. A generous 
spirit, an all-consuming desire to promote 
the Kingdom of God regardless of the 
cost to one’s personal eminence and 
prestige, plus some very sane and careful 
methods of approach, would build the 
Kingdom immeasurably. 

I would like to see it discussed by 
OvTLOOK readers. 

NAME. 
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USA Church Membership 
Now Reported at 2,736,241 


PHILADELPHIA (SPECIAL)—A net in- 
crease in membership of 77,338 for the 
period Jan. 1-Dec. 31, 1955, is reported 
by the office of the General Assembly of 
the Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A. 
here. The net increase was the largest 
for a single year in the church’s history. 
Total membership now stands at the all- 
time high of 2,736,241. 

Membership statistics are based on the 
number of communicants in good stand- 
ing. They do not include infants or ad- 
herents. 

The number of new communicants add- 
ed by profession of faith or reaffirmation 
of faith during the year was 145,155. 
There was an increase of 43,424 in the 
Sunday church school enrollment, making 
the total enrollment 1,888,563. There 
were 95,065 baptisms, another record fig- 
ure. The increase in the number of bap- 
tisms over the preceding year was 2,076. 

The number of officers in local 
churches was 69,247 elders and 48,040 
deacons. The number of young men un- 
der care of the church as candidates for 
the ministry, including those in college, 
was 2,463. 

An impressive gain in finances was 
registered, the total contributions for 1955 
being $180,802,586, largest for any year 
in the history of the church. This amount 
exceeded the figure for the preceding year 
by $22,026,831. Of total contributions 
the amount used for local and denomina- 
tional expenses was $151,150,124, for 
benevolence causes, $29,652,462. 

The first presbytery was organized in 
Philadelphia in 1706. The first General 





Standing Committees 
Chairmen Are Named 


Chairman of standing committees for 
the Montreat General Assembly of the 
Presbyterian Church, U. S., May 31-June 
5, have been named by the retiring Mod- 
erator, J. McDowell Richards, as fol- 
lows: 

Bills and Overtures—B. O. Wood, San 
Angelo, Texas. 

Judicial Business—George H. Wright, 
Asheville, N. C. 


Office of the General Assembly—Fred- 
erick H. Olert, Richmond, Va. 

General Council—D. H. Edington, Jr., 
Spring Hill, Ala. 

World Missions—Fred J. Hay, Dillon, 
S. C. 


Church Extension—E. B. 
Lynchburg, Va. 

Christian Education—Alton H. Glasure, 
St. Petersburg, Fla. 

Annuities and Relief—John L. Wellford, 
Memphis, Tenn. 

Women’s Work—R. A. Bolling, Cleve- 
land, Miss. 

Interchurch Relations—John F. Ander- 
son, Jr., Dallas, Texas. 

Christian Relations—Geo. 
Charleston, W. Va. 

Minister and His Work—Jos. B. Mack, 
Knoxville, Tenn. 


McGukin, 


H. Vick, 


All chairmen except Mr. Wright and 
Mr. Wellford are ministers. 





Assembly was held in Philadelphia in 
1789, and has met annually ever since. 
The 250th anniversary of the first pres- 
bytery will be commemorated at the meet- 
ing of the General Assembly in Philadel- 
phia, May 24-30, 1956. 


WORLD MISSIONS—This is the architect’s drawing of the proposed building for the Pres- 
byterian, U. S., Board of World Missions, to cost $350,000 and to be located on a two-acre 


($42,500) site at 2400 21st Ave., S, Nashville, Tenn. 


The location is about three miles 


from the center of Nashville, on one of the chief arterial streets going south. 


UPs Set Goals in 
Evangelism Drive 


PITTSBURGH, Pa. (RNS)—United Pres- 
byterians throughout America were urged 
by denominational leaders to intensify 
their evangelistic activities. 

The General Committee on Evange- 
lism, meeting here, reported that while 
the number of accessions in 1955 was the 
second highest on record, it did not meet 
the first year’s goal of a four-year “Cen- 
tennial Progress Program.” 

The goal is a net gain of 44,000 mem- 
bers for the four years leading up to 
the centennial celebration to be held here 
in 1958. 

The net gain for 1955 was 7,740 
against total accessions of 23,824. The 
largest net gain in the denomination’s 
history was in 1954 when 8,518 were 
recorded. 

Gains for 1955 brought total member- 
ship of the United Presbyterian Church 
to 244,973. 

A new membership conservation plan 
was approved here by committee. 

It aims to plug leaks in membership 
rolls through more effective instruction 
to adults as well as young people and 
to keep a better check on members through 
zone and district committees. These 
committees will be headed by an elder 
and a deacon. 

The plan will be recommended to the 
denomination’s General Assembly which 
convenes at Knoxville, Tenn. on June 13. 

The General Committee also voted to 
request each church to submit a formal 
report on progress and procedures fol- 
lowed in evangelistic drives. It was 
recommended that at least one visitation 
campaign be held in each church every 
year. 


British Scheme Is Hit 
By Churches as Lottery 


LONDON (RNS)—A statement protest- 
ing the British government’s proposed 
“premium bond” scheme was issued here 
by the Free Church Federal Council. The 
plan calls for the sale of savings bonds 
carrying a chance to win a substantial 
prize. 

Earlier, the Baptist Union of Great 
Britain and Ireland adopted a resolution 
condemning the plan, and Geoffrey 
Francis Fisher, Archbishop of Canter- 
bury, attacked the scheme in the House 
of Lords as one that “has all the para- 
phernalia of a national lottery.” 











USA G. A., Philadelphia 
Segregated Synods 


Progress will be reported to the Phila- 
delphia Assembly of the Presbyterian 
Church, USA, in regard to carrying for- 
ward the program of integrating overlap- 
ping synods and presbyteries. Herman 
L. Turner, Atlanta pastor, and his com- 
mittee indicate that representatives of the 
Synods of Mid-South (white) and Blue 
Ridge (Negro) are making “favorable 
recommendations” to their synods. 

Committees of the Synods of the West 
and of Iowa are also studying their prob- 
lems and the possibility of merging. Other 
negotiations are underway between the 
Synods of Atlantic and Florida. The 
committee asks to be continued. 


Inter-Church Relations 


Fraternal delegates recommended for 
appointment by the Philadelphia Assem- 
bly are as follows: 


To the U. S. Church’s Assembly—Glenn 
W. Moore, secretary of the General Coun- 
cil. 

To the United Presbyterian Assembly 
—Ralph Waldo Lloyd, Maryville College 
president and chairman of Interchurch 
Relations. 

To the Mexican Presbyterian Assembly 
—W. Glen Harris, Birmingham, Mich., pas- 
tor. 


A “large fraternal delegation” is ex- 
pected at the Philadelphia Assembly from 
the Presbyterian Church, U. S., to join 
in celebrating the 250th anniversary of 
the founding of the first American pres- 
bytery. Those named to attend by their 
respective church bodies are: 


From the General Assembly, J. McDow- 
ell Richards, Moderator; E. C. Scott, 
Stated Clerk; C. Grier Davis, Asheville, 
N. C. 


From the synods: 


Alabama—Archie C. Smith, Atlanta, 
Ga.; Appalachia—D. R. Greenhoe, Sweet- 
water, Tenn.; Arkansas—Judge J. H. Pil- 
kinton, Hope; Florida—Walter B. Pas- 
siglia, Tampa; Georgia—C. Logan Lan- 
drum, Brunswick; Patrick D. Miller, At- 
lanta; Kentucky—Joe T. Sudduth, Louis- 
ville; Louisiana—John S. Land, New Or- 
leans; Mississippi—Orrick C. Metcalfe, 
Natchez; Missouri—John S. McMullen, 
Columbia; North Carolina—E. D. Wither- 
spoon, Wilmington; Oklahoma, Reid V. 
Robinson, Oklahoma City; South Carolina 
—H. A. Knox, Andrews; Tennessee—Wal- 
ter R. Courtenay, Nashville; Texas—Rob- 


ert F. Jones, Ft. Worth; Virginia—Donald - 


G. Miller, Richmond; and Robert P. Davis, 
Virginia Beach; West Virginia—James W. 
Witherspoon, Beckley. 

Affirmative action is recommended by 
the Interchurch Relations Committee in 
regard to the proposed union with the 
United Presbyterian Church. Only a few 
changes (none of them doctrinal) have 
been made in the plan which had formerly 
included the Presbyterian Church, U. S. 
in the negotiations before it failed to se- 
cure a favorable vote. 

The United Presbyterian Assembly, 


in Knoxville, Tenn., will have the ques- 
tion before it June 13. 


Executive Field Service 


One of the more important reports to 
come before the Philadelphia Assembly 
will offer a new plan for the direction of 
the work of executive service in synods 
and presbyteries. 

At the present time there are 19 synod 
executives, 13 synod joint field represen- 
tatives and 16 presbytery executives. 

In view of the increasing demand for 
this kind of leadership because of the 
burdens resting upon pastors, thereby 
keeping them from this added chore, the 
study was authorized with a view to clari- 
fying relationships and extending the 
service. 

The committee, with James E. Spivey, 
Bartlesville, Okla., as chairman, is urg- 
ing that the General Assembly share in 
the cost through its agencies in an effort 
to equalize the cost and to extend the 
area of help. 

An “Executive and Field Service Com- 
mission” is recommended under which the 
field program will be conducted. This 
commission, it is proposed, will assume 
the responsibilities and obligations which 
are now shared jointly or separately by 
different boards. Its membership, direct- 
ing the work, will be provided by the 
several agencies: National Missions, 
Foreign Missions, Christian Education, 
and the Stewardship and Promotion De- 
partment of the General Council. A Di- 
rector of Field Service will be the execu- 
tive officer. 

Under this plan the employed execu- 
tives will serve the church’s total program 
but they will be chosen by the presbytery 
or synod after consultation with the Com- 
mission. The judicatory is urged to move 
toward bearing 50% of the cost of this 
program (instead of 33'44%) as rapidly 
as possible. 

The committee pays tribute to the qual- 
ity of service being rendered by the execu- 
tives and field representatives and it sug- 
gests that judicatories need to work more 
closely with them, sharing their interest 
and concern. 


Regional Synods 


Although the Philadelphia Assembly 
will be asked to postpone any considera- 
tion of the report dealing with regional 
synods, in view of the prospect of union 
with the United Presbyterian Church, the 
report will be in the hands of the com- 
missioners for them to read. 

Efforts have been made for some years 
to bring about a more efficient grouping 
of synods into larger areas or regions but 
the report of the committee headed by 
Leonard Odiorne has followed a new 
plan not formerly discussed. It concen- 
trates attention on strengthening the pres- 
byteries, with essential regrouping, and 
provides that the minimum number of 


ministers in a presbytery shall be 18 in- 
stead of five as set in 1871. (Exceptional 
cases are to be provided for.) 

The committee does not propose any 
method by which an overall plan shall 
be superimposed but rather one by which 
presbyteries and synods “‘add to their size 
and strength through a process of volun- 
tary and cooperative unification.” 

“Our study reveals,” says the commit- 
tee, “that a major weakness in our church 
arises from the small number of churches, 
ministers and ruling elders in some pres- 
byteries.” 

Under the plan proposed 25 synods 
would be affected; 25 presbyteries have 
fewer than 12 ministers; and 32 presby- 
teries have from 12 to 17 ministers. 

Under this report, if it is later offered 
to the General Assembly for action, pres- 
byteries will be asked to approve amend- 
ments to the Form of Government de- 
signed to decrease the number of com- 
missioners to the Assembly. (The small 
presbyteries would alternate in sending 
a minister or a ruling elder and would 
also pay one-half in per capita assess- 
ment. ) 

Membership concentrations in the 
larger metropolitan areas, it is suggested, 
should have more detailed attention in 
working out their problems. 

If the synods find it impossible to work 
out satisfactorily realigned boundaries, 
then, it is proposed, an Assembly’s com- 
mittee shall do so. 


Speakers at Philadelphia 


Among the speakers scheduled May 
22-23 for the Presbyterian, USA, General 
Assembly in Philadelphia at the pre- 
Assembly conference on evangelism are 
these: 

Thomas Allen, Glasgow, Scotland; 
David H. C. Read, New York; Alfonso 
Rodriguez, Matanzas, Cuba; Billy Gra- 
ham, Montreat, N. C.; James I. McCord, 
Austin, Texas; James R. Mutchmor, To- 
ronto, Canada; John Sutherland Bonnell, 
New York; Paul S. Wright, Portland, 
Oregon; Robert M. Skinner, Amarillo, 
Texas; Charles B. Templeton, New York. 

Town Meeting of the Air, May 22, 
8:00 p.m. (EDST) and broadcast Sun- 
day, May 27 (evening hour)—“The Role 
of the Church in an Elecetion Year”— 
Congressman Clifford R. Hope, Kansas; 
President Chas. J. Turck, Macalester 
College; Wm. Lee Miller, staff writer for 
The Reporter; and Congressman Walter 
Judd, Minnesota. 

May 23—Paul Calvin Payne, execu- 
tive secretary of the USA Board of Chris- 
tian Education, Philadelphia, will be 
quizzed by a panel on the subject, “Is 
the Church Relevant?” Questioners will 
include Theodore Gill, The Christian 
Century; George Dugan, New York 
Times; Charles Shaw, Philadelphia radio 
newsman; and Beverly Carter, The Pitts- 
burgh Courier. 
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The Light of the 
Freely Given Spirit 


By Jesse R. Wilson, Secretary, 
The International Missionary Council 


Most Christians are aware of the many 
different ways in which the light of the 
knowledge of the Glory of God has shone 
upon the sons and daughters of men. It 
comes to us in the revelation of God’s 
redemptive purpose. It comes to us in 
God’s self-disclosure in the Incarnation. 
It comes as the light of God’s self-giving 
love in the Crucifixion. It comes as 
death-defying—and—overcoming power 
in the Resurrection. 

But this same light comes in another 
way which is another chapter in this 
story of man’s redemption—a way not so 
well known or so universally celebrated 
as are the other ways. Pentecost, the day 
on which the Holy Spirit was freely given 
to all the disciples of Jesus, has always 
been in the Christian calendar. Among 
many Christians, however, it has never 
been given its rightful place alongside 
of Christmas, Good Friday, and Easter. 
It is, however, the day on which the pre- 
ceding events of the Incarnation, the 
Crucifixion, and the Resurrection were 
all tied together and sealed by an equally 
miraculous event—the unmistakable out- 
pouring of God’s Holy Spirit in accord- 
ance with the promise of Jesus. 

As such, Pentecost, also, is a light in 
a dark world, a light which reveals that 
from henceforth the Living Spirit of 
the Living God who is also none other 
than the Spirit of Jesus will dwell in 
human hearts and minds giving them joy, 
generosity, grace, and utterance. On this 
day, the church of Jesus Christ was 
launched on its world mission. On this 
day, the good news, the gospel took form 
so that it can be set forth in any language 
in such simple and comprehensive terms 
as these: Jesus of Nazareth, Son of God, 
mighty in word and deed, crucified, risen, 
exalted, yet present in the world forever- 
more in the Holy Spirit for the forgive- 
ness of sins and for the bestowing of im- 
mortal gladness in an immortal fellow- 
ship to all mortal men humble enough to 
receive him. 


Pastors Complain of 
Heavy “Paper Work” 


Cuicaco (RNSs)—The principal com- 
plaint of today’s urban clergyman is that 
he has to spend most of his time on things 
he considers irksome and unimportant. 

Among these are ‘“‘paper work,” “run- 
ning the mimeograph machine,” “attend- 
ing too many purposeless meetings,” and 
“dealing with demanding people.” 

This was brought out in a report pre- 
sented to a meeting of the National Coun- 
cil of Churches’ urban church depart- 
ment. 

The report was prepared by Samuel W. 


MAY 14, 1956 


A Message from the Presidents 
of the World Council of Churches 


Pentecost 1956 


As Presidents of the World Council of Churches we greet our brethren in all 
the member churches at Whitsuntide. 


At the first Assembly in the history of the church, the twelve Apostles, being 
filled with the Holy Ghost, spoke to men of every nation of the wonderful works 
of God, telling them of Jesus Christ, and how God raised him from the dead 
after they had crucified and slain him. And when these men, pricked in their 
heart, asked the Apostles, ‘What shall we do?” the answer they received was 
clear: 


“Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for 
the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.” 
(Acts 2:38) 


On this anniversary of the first Pentecost, believers and unbelievers alike are 
everywhere asking, “What shall we do?” The nations are divided into hostile 
camps. There is no ultimate authority which all will accept, superior to the 
interests of the individual state. Conferences are held between foreign ministers 
and heads of states, but the confidence and trust essential to agreement are lack- 
ing. And with the growing terror of nuclear weapons, men’s madness is such 
that at times we seem on the brink of the suicide of the world. No wonder that 
old men should lose hope, and that young men should see no guiding vision for 
the future. 


Now pre-eminently is the hour when the churches, with the help of the Holy 
Ghost, should speak to the nations. And we ask you, our brethren in the World 
Council of Churches, to pray for the help of the Holy Ghost, and to use such 
opportunities as God may give you for counsel or influence in your own countries. 


First of all, we believe the churches, acknowledging the need of Christians 
themselves to repent, should say to the nations, “Repent. Your conflicts must be 
resolved by reason, not by violence. Violence has now reached such a pitch 
that when once unloosed it is beyond human control; and unless wars can be 
made to cease all nations will perish.” 


Next, we believe the churches should say to the nations that it is neither by 
words of anger, nor by insistence on rights, that settlements can be achieved, but 
by the spreading of justice, by combining to meet one another’s needs, and by 
relying for our salvation upon the grace and mercy of God. 


Thirdly, and lastly, we believe that the churches should remind the nations, 
with a passion greater than ever before, that the whole world cries out for peace, 
that they are all members of one family, and that the God and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ is the Father of all. 


It is in this spirit that we ask our brethren in the member churches to offer 
their prayers, and to give their witness to the power of the Holy Ghost, and to 
our own unbreakable fellowship in the Body of Christ. VENI CREATOI 
SPIRITUS. 


THE PRESIDENTS OF THE WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 


Signed JOHN BAILLIE 
SANTE UBERTO BARBIERI 
GEORGE CICESTR 
Otto D1BELIus 


JUHANON Mar THOMA 
MICHAEL 
Henry KNOX SHERRILL 





Blizzard, a Presbyterian minister and 
associate professor of sociology at Penn- 
sylvania State University, on the basis 
of a survey he conducted for the Russell 
Sage Foundation. Some 1,500 clergymen 
of 22 denominations graduated from 80 
different seminaries were questioned in 
the study. 

The survey showed that a large num- 


ber of ministers feel irritated because 
they’re urged to spend much time organ- 
izing and administering church functions 
for which they have little training or 
liking. 

“Today’s minister considers that he 
was trained to be a preacher and pastor,” 
Dr. Blizzard stated. “And these are the 
roles he likes best.” 








The Church Is a Mission 


HE “MINISTER,” whatever the 

particular mode of his ministry, is 
a technician, and he should be disciplined 
in those skills of pastoral leadership by 
which the benefits of grace are commu- 
nicated most intimately and effectively 
to the race of men. I believe that min- 
isters actively engaged in parish tasks, 
in teaching, in missionary service, in ad- 
ministrative assignments need the stim- 
ulus that comes with continued study 
over the long years after their more 
formal academic education is complete. 

I believe the time has come for the 
Presbyterian Church in the South to offer 
to its own and to others facilities for 
superior post-graduate education. I be- 
lieve that this seminary has an obligation 
to use its large resources and its talented 
personnel in a planned program of train- 
ing lay leaders throughout its constituent 
bounds. 

If there is justification for an agricul- 
tural school using public funds to offer 
extension courses in order to assist the 
people of a state to produce better pota- 
toes and better cows, it would appear that 
an institution such as this has an obliga- 
tion to extend its influence beyond its 
campus, to city streets and country vil- 
lages, in prospect of enabling elders and 
deacons and church school officers and 
teachers to produce within the local 
church better men and women, better boys 
and girls. 

e+ @ és 


Fidelity Is Fundamental 

The church does not “have’’ a mission, 
it isa mission. Fidelity in mission is not 
a desirable consequence of the church’s 
existence: it is that without which the 
church does not exist. Its very being is 
rooted in an enterprise. A man neither 
knows nor receives the benefits of Christ’s 
redemptive grace who does not wear his 
kindly yoke in an evangelistic endeavor 
which moves with brave persistence and 
unflagging zeal to communicate the mer- 
cies which his Gospel provides. And 
such a work cannot be within a circle 
that is narrower than God’s own concern, 
no more than it can be “off-limits” to 
any who have betrothed themselves to 
Christ. 

Note that the mission is worldwide. 
This means that the seminary must be 
aware of and sensitive to the cross-cur- 
rents which fill the stream of modern 
history with treacherous eddy-water. The 
church is not “‘of the world,” as the Bible 
plainly says. But the church is in the 


DR. JONES delivered the address from which 
these portions have been taken at his in- 
auguration as president of Union Theological 
Seminary in Virginia. Representatives of 
more than 100 seminaries, colleges and learn- 
ed societies participated in the inaugural 
ceremonies. 
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By JAS. A. JONES 


world, and its mission is to the world, as 
the Bible says with equal, if forgotten, 
clarity. There is always a task at hand 
to which the resources of churchmen must 
be committed without delay. 

* ¢ 

The church helped to create the revo- 
lution which covers the face of the earth 
today. It waits upon God and upon 
God’s men to make the revolution re- 
demptive. 

* * * 

Let it be declared without any hesita- 
tion whatsoever that Union Theological 
Seminary in Virginia is not sectarian. 
Energetically it believes in the witness 
of the denomination which bred it and 
which over the years has undergirded it. 
But neither the seminary, nor the church 
from whose vigor it has sprung, is so mis- 
guided and so arrogant as to consider that 
all, or even chief wisdom and piety reside 
within the boundaries of one ecclesiastical 
system. 

* 2 
A Demonstrated Unity 


While there are other measurements 
than quantity to be employed in deter- 
mining the spiritual vitality of any en- 
deavor or association, it should be noted, 
notwithstanding considerable propaganda 
to the contrary, that the Christians of 
today who are banded in the comradeship 
of non-Roman churches constitute the 
largest coherent and _ internally-agreed 
body of believers the world has ever 
known. 

Protestants are critical among them- 
selves and ridiculed by others for what 
the uninformed call the atomizing con- 
sequences of its varied emphases in polity 
and program. The truth is that there 
prevails among Protestants and their con- 
certed endeavors across the world a more 
fundamental and intelligible unity in 
matters that finally matter than can be 
found among any other ecclesiastical or- 
ganization or program. While it is ap- 
parent that there are breaches within the 
Protestant family which cannot be justi- 
fied under the stress of the church’s cur- 
rent conflict with the rulers of this dark- 
ened world, and while every effort is 


* proper which seeks to forge by the power 


of the Holy Spirit such a witness to the 
world as make plain the solidarity of our 
affirmed brotherhood, let us mark it down 
for a fact and as a ground of hope that 
being churchmen we are to demonstrate 
here on this solid earth something of the 
comradeship which waits to be perfected 
when the Family of God is made complete 
in his own prepared place for us. 
* * Ok 

The church is not found among some 

pious, believing assembly, content in its 


shelter behind “nunnery walls.” The 
church is not a tower, ivory or gold or 
plainest wood, from which the righteous 
people look down on the muck and tra- 
gedy of sin. The church is there where 
men and women, moved by a sense of 
received mercy, turn mercifully and sacri- 
ficially to the task of getting on at once 
with this God-like business of saving 
men in Christ. 
* * * 

Does the church have anything to say 
about “reconciliation with God”? It has 
nothing else to say, as a matter of fact. 
But its preachments about the atonement 
had best be validated by the incontrovert- 
ible evidence that Christians in the 
church live among their fellows as if the 
doctrine of reconciliation were not a 
dreary illusion. Does the church have 
anything to say to the schisms of our 
time which set race against race, which 
set class against class, which set nation 
against nation? Then let its message 
gain serious audience, not from the pro- 
priety of its speech, but from the wonder 
of its own harmonious life. 


Summer Service Planned in 
National Park Program 


NEw York (RNS)—One hundred and 
ten student ministers and religious work- 
ers from seminaries and colleges across 
the country will conduct religious pro- 
grams for transient congregations in 23 
national parks this summer. 

They will use “pulpits” ranging from 
a rock outcropping on a canyon edge to 
a small offshore island in a mile-high 
lake. 

The parks ministry was founded four 
years ago by the National Council of 
Churches’ joint department of evangelism 
and is directed by Warren W. Ost. A 
schedule of interdenominational preach- 
ing and vesper services, sacred music fes- 
tivals, and Bible study sessions have been 
approved by National Park Service of- 
ficials. 

The young men and women received 
special training for the parks ministry 
at five two-day conferences held at theo- 
logical seminaries over the country in 
March and April. 

On weekdays, the men students will be 
busy earning their keep for the summer 
by “hopping bells,” driving trucks, and 
doing general maintenance chores for the 
hotels and other park concessions while 
the girls will work as waitresses and 
maids. 

In the evenings they will hold campfire 
powwows and songfests for the youngsters 
and on Sundays will conduct morning 
and evening worship services. Some of 
them will have to travel the range by 
everything from horseback to plane or 
jeep to carry out their mission. 
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Temperament and Religion 
By J. HUDSON BALLARD 


NE of the most rewarding ways of 

studying significant personality dif- 
ferences in human beings is through tem- 
perament. But temperament is difficult 
to define. It signifies, roughly, one’s 
habitual mode of reacting to internal or 
external stimuli. Inasmuch as we all 
react all of the time, then we all possess 
temperament. 

The popular use of the word, as we 
say, ‘“She is so temperamental,” is incor- 
rect and misleading. It isn’t that some 
people have temperament and others do 
not; the difference is entirely in the type 
of temperament. Some react quickly, for 
example; others slowly. The reactions of 
some are weak; of others, strong. Some 
respond chiefly to an intellectual appeal, 
some chiefly to an emotional appeal; and 
some chiefly to a call for action rather 
than thought or feeling. 


No 100% Types 


Some feel deeply, rise high, and sink 
low; others are equable and placid, nearly 
always on the same level. Some tend to 
be rigid, others to be fluid and pliable. 
Some are primarily extroverts; some are 
primarily introverts. And so forth. There 
are no one hundred per cent types. Every 
person is somewhat of a mixture, and yet 
every person, if he thoroughly knew him- 
self, would find that he tends definitely 
toward some distinct temperamental type. 

Temperament has nothing directly to 
do with character. It is not a matter of 
good or bad—it is in itself a non-moral 
personality trait. It seems to be born 
with us, and probably has a biochemical 
base. Because of this, although tempera- 
ment can be modified, it is not subject to 
radical change. St. Paul’s wonderful con- 
version changed everything within him 
—except his temperament. That remain- 
ed the same. The problem is not to 
change or exchange one’s temperament, 
but to come to understand it, and learn 
to live happily with it. Likewise to un- 
derstand the temperament of the other 
people with whom one is living or work- 
ing, and to make full allowance for their 
individual differences. 

This subject has wide and important 
applications in business, even more in the 
professions, and probably most of all in 
the work of the ministry. The inability 
of the minister to understand the tem- 
perament types of those with whom he 
works in the church, and to make proper 
adjustment to them, has often led to tragic 
consequences. 

Temperament has undoubtedly much to 
do with the different types of public wor- 





DR. BALLARD is a retired professor of pas- 
toral psychology at San Francisco Seminary. 
This brief discussion appeared first in the 
seminary’s ‘‘Chimes.”’ 
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ship. One form of worship appeals to 
some persons, a different form appeals 
to others. There will always be these 
general differences of worship, for there 
will always be different temperaments. 
The fact that some people worship in a 
way that could not possibly appeal to us 
surely does not mean that they are there- 
by insincere. We must be exceedingly 
careful about judging others in such mat- 
ters. 


Mistakes in Evangelism 


Temperament also has much to do with 
one’s type of religious experience. Some 
people receive Christ one way, some re- 
ceive him most naturally in another way, 





due largely to differing temperaments. 
To try to force an emotional conversion, 
for example, upon a person with an en- 
tirely different type of temperament is 
often tragic. The mistake so often made, 
in personal evangelism, of egotistically 
taking it for granted that our own type 
of Christian experience is the only gen- 
uine one, has made it very difficult, if 
not impossible, for some persons to come 
to Christ. 

Temperament does not include our 
weaknesses, our sins, our meanness— 
these we must vigorously deal with. But 
an understanding acceptance of our own 
temperament and that of other persons 
lies at the base of a very large degree of 
our own happiness and of successful co- 
operation with others. It is highly sig- 
nificant that down through the ages our 
Lord has appealed to people of all types 
of temperament. 





INTERCEPTED CORRESPONDENCE 
The Constitution 


NOTE—This letter written by The Outlook’s 
co-editor which appeared in the daily press 
will also be of interest to Outlook readers. 


For some time the Richmond news- 
papers have been arguing for states’ rights 
and against the compulsory integration of 
the races. There can be no doubt but that 
they have spoken for a large proportion of 
the electorate, and apparently for the large 
majority. There are some white South- 
erners, however, more it may be than it 
is commonly recognized, who see the mat- 
ter in a slightly different light. 

As we see it, legalized segregation con- 
demns the Negro to second-class citizen- 
ship with all of its attendant abuses, and 
is to that extent a denial of his rights as 
an American citizen. The question then 
becomes, “Does a state have the right to 
deny any of its citizens the full rights of 
citizenship on the ground of race alone?” 
We believe not, and we are glad that there 
is a body which can say even to the sover- 
eign states, “Your rights do not extend 
so far; the Constitution of the United 
States does not permit such discrimina- 
tion against any American citizen.” 

The Supreme Court, if we understand 


and Every Citizen 


its language, did not order compulsory 
integration; it did rule out compulsory 
segregation, and in our judgment rightly 
so. Does this involve compulsory integra- 
tion? To some extent it may be that it 
does so, but only to a limited degree; not 
really. According to the Supreme Court’s 
ruling we can no longer forbid Negroes 
legally to use certain facilities which 
whites have hitherto reserved for their 
exclusive use, but we are still free on 
every level to choose our own companions, 
associates and friends. 

We recognize, as every thinking man 
must, that the end of segregation, especial- 
ly the end of segregation in the schools, 
brings problems. But we believe that 
these problems could be solved to the best 
interests of Negroes and whites, and there- 
fore of the South as a whole, if the leaders 
of the two races would attempt to see 
both sides of the question and would sit 
down and discuss the problem together, 
temperately and with goodwill. We hope 
that we shall have more such leaders and 
more such discussions. 


ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON. 
Richmond, Va. 





1956-1957 


QUEENS COLLEGE 


CHARLOTTE, NORTH CAROLINA 
Centennial Year 


A hundred years of educating women in the liberal arts ... A.B. and B.S. degrees 
++. full accreditation ... Presbyterian Church affiliation. 
EDWIN R. WALKER, President 








PRESBYTERIAN 
JUNIOR COLLEGE 


Educational Excellence. Member South- 
ern Association Colleges and Secondary 
Schools.. Endowed. Christian emphasis. 
A.A. and A.S. degrees. Graduate trans- 
fer to Junior class best colleges. Pro- 
fessor each ten students. Personal at- 
tention. Scientific tests. Athletics. One 
year and two year business courses. 
Preparatory department with 11th, and 
12 grades. Veterans. Moderate charges. 
Scholarships. Self-help. Summer School 
begins June 9, 1956. 


THE REGISTRAR 
Maxton, North Carolina 





Box 38-R 








Peace (College 


Raleigh, North Carolina 


At Peace College education for the 
first and second years of college and 
the last two years of high school is 
pursued in an atmosphere which is 
friendly, informal, traditional, and 
Christian ... in classes that are 
fairly small and with instruction in 
the hands of trained and experienced 
faculty members. For catalogue or 
information, write 


WILLIAM C. PRESSLY, President 
PEACE COLLEGE 
Raleigh, North Carolina 
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EDITORIAL 


250th Anniversary 


American Presbyterians of all varieties 
will be deeply interested in the March, 
1956, Journal of the Presbyterian His- 
torical Society.* In this 66-page quar- 
terly will be found four major articles: 

English, Scottish and Irish Back- 
grounds of American Presbyterianism, by 
Maurice W. Armstrong, professor of 
American history at Ursinus College. 

Presbyterian Beginnings in New Eng- 
land and the Middle Colonies, by Clifford 
M. Drury, San Francisco Theological 
Seminary professor. 

The Beginnings of the Presbyterian 
Church in the Southern Colonies, by John 
H. Gardner, Jr., First church, Baltimore, 
Md. 

Colonial Presbyterianism Adopts its 
Standards, by James Hastings Nichols of 
the Federated Theological Faculty of the 
University of Chicago. 

Charles A. Anderson, manager of the 
Society and editor of the Journal, sets 
the stage with an appropriate introduc- 
tion. 

This good piece of work, now helping 
to focus the gratitude of all of us upon 
the 250th anniversary of the founding of 
the first American presbytery, raises a 
question—Why should not the major 
American Presbyterian bodies find ways 
and means to collaborate in the publica- 
tion of such a journal of history as we do 
in several other significant efforts? 














See this recent tribute in the last issue 
of The Presbyterian Key, also published 
by the Society: 


“The Presbyterians are perhaps the most 
historically minded of American religious 
bodies and as a result have been through 
the years indefatigable keepers of records. 
The Presbyterian Historical Society col- 
lection in Philadelphia and the Historical 
Foundation of the Presbyterian and Re- 
formed Churches located at Montreat, 





*520 Witherspoon Bldg., Philadelphia 7, 
Pa., 75¢. 


North Carolina, are without doubt two of 
the most extensive as well as the most 
professionally administered denomination- 
al collections in the United States.” 


That, from no less an authority than 
W. W. Sweet, noted church historian and 
dean of the School of Religion of South- 
ern Methodist University. 


Miles Yet to Go 

While engaged in this pursuit of 
honeyed words, see this passage in the 
final article written by Paul Hutchinson 
before his death, as it appeared in the 
May 2 Christian Century. ‘These lines 
are from a survey of the South as he 
travelled: 


“I have been struck by the contrast 
between church leaders on this race issue. 
The Century printed the horrifying com- 
ments of the pastor of the largest South- 
ern Baptist church—the old George W. 
Truett church in Dallas (OvuTLOOoK, Mar. 
12). Methodist bishops in the southeast, 
though quieter, are not much better. But 
I’ve encountered quite a number of Epis- 
copal bishops who are outspoken against 
all segregation as sin, and the Southern 
Presbyterians are miles ahead of the 
Methodists and Baptists... .” 


The Japan ICU 


The fact that the Presbyterian, U. S., 
Japan Mission has voted favorably, 
though by a close margin, for participa- 
tion in the International Christian Uni- 
versity is cause for widespread optimism 
and encouragement (OuTLOOK, May 7). 
In view of a previous unwillingness to 
overrule the Mission, the Board of World 
Missions will not be faced with that prob- 
lem. With the evident enthusiasm of 
the home church for this important ven- 
ture ever since its inception, it should now 
be possible, if the Board approves at its 
mid-May meeting, to join the dozen or 
more major denominations cooperating in 
this far reaching development. 

After spending two years on the ICU 
faculty, Emil Brunner, returning to 
Switzerland last year, paid high tribute 
to its present and potential attainments. 
He also said this: 

“While ICU is not the only Christian 
university (in Japan) it is the only one 
in which all the professors are professing 
Christians. Even its student body has 
an unusually large percentage of Chris- 
tians. By its religious program—which 
of course is entirely voluntary—and by 
the conviction of the professors that Chris- 
tianity can and must be expressed also 
in the different fields of academic learning, 


it attempts to form a future Christian 
leadership in Japan.” 


ICU President Yuasa made this in- 
teresting and revealing comment recently: 


“This new institution now shares the 
academic summit with Tokyo University 
and that is saying a great deal. The finest 
students in Japan compete in the stiff 
entrance examinations, and the ICU, ad- 
mitting only 150 a year, gets the cream. 

“It is gratifying that so large a propor- 
tion of these top students are Christian, 
which is a tribute to the Christian schools 


in Japan and also to their superior charac- 
ter and ideals.” 


Robbins W. Barstow, widely known in 
interdenominational leadership, returned 
to America the other day with this trib- 
ute: 


“I don’t know of any institution that 
has done so much with so little in so short 
a time. International Christian Univer- 
sity certainly deserves all the financial 
help that can be had, as well as our pray- 
ers and encouragement. 


For the hopeful prospect of full Pres- 


byterian, U. S., participation, we can all 
be grateful. 





Wilbur La Roe Says: 


The Road to Paris. “The road (from 
Moscow) to Paris lies through Peking 
and Calcutta.”—-LENIN. (A shorter route 
today may lie through Saudi Arabia and 
Cairo.) 


Middle-Class Church. A competent 
observer in Latin America bemoans the 
fact that Presbyterianism fails to make 
the same appeal to the masses as do some 
other faiths which lay more stress on 
symbolism. One reason may be that the 
Presbyterian faith is not picturesque and 
requires a good deal of intellectual ef- 
fort. However that may be, we are not 
reaching the masses as yet. 





School of Ecumenics. Princeton Sem- 
inary took a mighty step forward recently 
in voting to establish a school in ecu- 
menics which will function in coopera- 
tion with the Board of Foreign Missions. 
It will deal with all the international 
aspects of missions, including a survey 
of the missionary efforts and motivations 
of other faiths. 


Confessional vs. Ecumenical Sem- 
inaries. The tendency of benevolent 
foundations to deny grants to confes- 
sional seminaries causes the latter legiti- 
mate concern. It would seem that an 
institution whose roots run deep can 
better interpret Christ to the world than 
one whose uncertain roots run close to the 
surface. It is possible for a seminary 
with deep denominational roots to be as 
truly ecumenical as others, and more ef- 
fectively so. Ability to interpret Christ 
in ecumenical terms is a safer criterion 
than the arbitrary one thus far employed. 


Princeton Seminary. That our Pres- 
byterian colleges are really developing 
candidates for the ministry is illustrated 
by the fact that the colleges which lead 
in the makeup of the student body at 
Princeton are, in this order, Maryville, 
Wooster, University of California, La- 
fayette, Grove City and Whitworth. In- 
cidentally, 43 states and territories and 
24 foreign countries (including China, 
Formosa, Pakistan, Sudan and Thai- 
land) are represented in the ecumenical 
student body at Princeton Seminary. 
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No. 15 (final) in a series on the Christian Doctrine of Rewards 


V. Rewards in Eternity 


(b) THE WEIGHT OF GLORY 


By KENNETH 


“This slight momentary affliction is 
preparing for us an eternal weight of 
glory beyond all comparison.” —II Cor. 
4:17. 


HE FINEST THING this writer 
has seen, outside the Bible, explain- 
ing what the Bible teaches about the 
“glory that shall be,” is a sermon by 
C. S. Lewis, The Weight of Glory, in a 
collection of addresses bearing that title.* 
What follows is therefore much indebted 
to Mr. Lewis’s insights, but the reader 
must ponder on that sermon for himself. 
Mr. Lewis begins by showing that the 
Christian promise of reward does not 
make the Christian life mercenary. There 
are rewards which are ‘‘proper”’ to certain 
kinds of effort. Desire for these is not 
mercenary. A man who loves a woman, 
hoping for marriage, is not mercenary; 
a man who loves a woman, hoping she 
will give him a thousand dollars, is cer- 
tainly mercenary. A schoolboy who learns 
Greek in order to graduate is not doing 
it for mercenary reasons, but still not for 
the proper reward, which is to come to 
appreciate the beauties of Greek litera- 
ture. Still, sometimes we begin by doing 
or desiring a thing for the wrong reasons, 
and only later come out to realize the 
true joys. 

There is no doubt that the New Testa- 
ment does promise joys and rewards in 
heaven, of a stupendous kind. To look 
forward to these is not mercenary—un- 
less, as we were saying last week, we 
think of them as a kind of Fort Knox 
or Chase City Bank payment for services 
rendered. The New Testament promises 
are classified by Mr. Lewis under five 
heads: that we shall be with Christ; that 
we shall be like him; that we shall have 
“glory”; that we shall be feasted; that 
we shall have some kind of authority 
(“thrones”) in God’s Kingdom. That 
these are all symbolic expressions, can 
be admitted. But the symbol points be- 
yond itself to something better than we 
can dream. 


N THIS thought of “glory” we must 

end these brief studies of the Chris- 
tian doctrine of rewards. Lewis confesses 
to being a “typical modern,” and most of 
us would feel as he does, at least at first. 
The word suggests to the modern ear 
either fame, or luminosity. Mr. Lewis 
Says desire for fame is more like hell 
than heaven, and as for luminosity, who 
wants to be fluorescent? On _ second 


*New York: The Macmillan Co., 1949. 
Quotations by permission. 
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thought, however, and having read Mil- 
ton, S. Johnson and Thomas Aquinas 
(he might have included Calvin) Mr. 
Lewis concluded there was more to this 
idea of Glory than he had supposed. The 
clue to its meaning is in Jesus’ words: 
“Well done, thou good and faithful serv- 
ant,” 


That is glory: the approval of God. 
Lewis calls it the “specific pleasure of 
the inferior”: of a beast before men, a 
child before its parents, a pupil before 
his teacher, a creature before the Creator. 
To receive God’s accolade with pride, 
with conceit, would be an impossible con- 
tradiction: God’s approval does not call 
forth what God must disapprove! This 
is not the same as being patted on the 
back, not even by God. The fact is, that 
in the End, the Face of God will look 
on each of us—and we shall know it, and 
know him—look on each of us in such a 
way as to bring either delight or terror. 
God will look in mercy or in wrath, or— 
what is worse, though Lewis does not 
here mention it—God may simply turn 
away. Hell may be what becomes of a 
man after God decides finally not to look 
at him any more. But to have God look 
on any of us with his final ‘‘Yes,”’ as on 
those in whom he takes delight as true 
sons and daughters, to see us in Christ 
and Christ in us—it does seem impos- 
sible. Yet nothing less is the promise 
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For further information, write: 


Dr. James R. Sydnor 
Box 1176, Richmond 9, Va. 








of the Word. Glory means “good report 
with God, acceptance by God, response, 
acknowledgment, and welcome into the 
heart of things.” 


HEN there is the other side of glory 

—Light. Perhaps not everyone can 
share Mr. Lewis’ feeling of desire (even 
here, on the earth-plane) to be a part of 
Beauty and not merely a spectator, a re- 
corder of it. Yet something like that 
may be the clue to part of the meaning of 
Glory. To enter into the heart of the 
One who is the Source of the Beauty and 
Truth and Goodness of all that exists and 
lives, to “drink joy from the fountain of 
joy,” this is reward past describing, past 
imagining; yet not past the ever-giving 
love of God. 

We are warned, wisely, that it is pos- 
sible, and dangerous, to think too much 
about our own potential future glory; but 
we cannot think too often about our 
neighbor’s. “There are no ordinary 
people, Mr. Lewis says in a famous pas- 
sage. ‘You never talked to a mere mor- 
tal. . . . The dullest and most uninter- 
esting person you talk to may one day be 
a creature which, if you saw it now, you 
would be strongly tempted to worship, or 
else a horror and a corruption such as 
you now meet, if at all, only in a night- 
mare. All day long we are, in some de- 
gree, helping each other to one or more 
of these destinations.” 
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United Church Women 
Urge Special Days 


CoLorADo SPRINGS, COLO. (RNS)— 
The board of managers of United Church 
Women, at their annual meeting here, 
voted to request all denominations affil- 
iated with the National Council of 
Churches to set up special prayer ob- 
servances on May 17 and Aug. 12. 

The special prayers on May 17 will 
mark the second anniversary of the U.S. 
Supreme Court outlawing segregation in 


the public schools. 

On Aug. 12, a giant rally near Frank- 
furt-on-Main will conclude the five-day 
German Evangelical Church Day 
(DEKT) Congress. More than 500,000 
Protestants from East and West Ger- 
many are expected at the sessions. 

In another action, the board voted to 
sponsor a program to encourage “the 
Christian approach to such significant 
professions and careers as foreign serv- 
ice, technical assistance programs and 
social service.” 


“CONVERSATION” AND ”“CONVERSANT” 


By LUTHER A. WEIGLE 


The archaic use of the word “conversa- 
tion” in the King James Version of the 
Bible is so misleading, and so completely 
abandoned by the revised versions and 
modern translations, that it will be well 
to cite other examples, in addition to 
those given in this column earlier. 
I will quote the renderings of the Re- 
vised Standard Version, and state in 
parentheses the archaic phrases which 
they have displaced. 

In Galatians 1:13 Paul refers to his 
“former life in Judaism” (conversation 
in time past in the Jews’ religion). He 
reminds the Ephesians (2:3) how “we 
all once lived” (we all had our conver- 
sation in times past) as children of 
wrath; and he urges them (4:22) to “put 
off your old nature which belongs to your 
former manner of life” (put off concern- 
ing the former conversation the old man). 
He exhorts the Philippians (1:27) to let 
their “manner of life be worthy of (con- 
versation be as it becometh) the gospel 
of Christ,” and declares that “our com- 
monwealth (conversation) is in heaven” 
(3:20). 

Timothy is encouraged, in spite of his 
youth (1 Timothy 4:12), to “set the be- 
lievers an example in speech and con- 


duct” (be thou an example of the be- 
lievers, in word, in conversation). Among 
the injunctions in the Letter to the He- 
brews is (13:5) “Keep your life free 
from love of money” (Let your conversa- 
tion be without covetousness). If a man 
is wise and understanding (James 3:13), 
“by his good life let him show his works” 
(let him shew out of a good conversation 
his works). 

Peter counsels his readers (1 Peter 
1:15; 2:12) to be holy “‘in all your con- 
duct” (in all manner of conversation), 
and to “maintain good conduct among 
the Gentiles” (having your conversation 
honest among the Gentiles). He warns 
(3:16) that some may “revile your good 
behavior in Christ” (falsely accuse your 
good conversation in Christ). He en- 
courages them (2 Peter 3:11) to “‘lives 
of holiness and godliness” (holy conver- 
sation and godliness). 


In the Old Testament ‘“‘the strangers 
that were conversant among them’ means 
“the sojourners who lived among them” 
(Joshua 8:35); and “as long as we were 
conversant with them” means “as long 
as we went -with them” (1 Samuel 


25-35). 
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Alabama Students Meet to 
Discuss Racial Tensions 


TALLADEGA, ALA. (RNS)—Negro and 
white students from ten Alabama colleges 
and universities worshipped and sang 
together here during a Student Ecumeni- 
cal Conference held to explore ways of 
resolving racial tensions through “the 
Christian message of reconciliation.” 

The gathering was an outgrowth of a 
Student Ecumenical Conference on the 
Christian World Mission held last De- 
cember at Ohio University, Athens, O., 
as part of the 17th quadrennial meeting 
of the Student Volunteer Movement, an 
affiliate of the National Council of 
Churches. 

Theme of the meeting here was “Rev- 
olution and Reconciliation.” Some 100 
students attended. 

White students came from the Univer- 
sity of Alabama (located near Tusca- 
loosa) ; Alabama Polytechnic Institute at 
Auburn; Birmingham Southern College; 
Jacksonville State Teachers College; and 
Southern Union College at Wadley. The 
Negro students were from Stillman Col- 
lege, Tuscaloosa; Alabama A&M Col- 
lege, Normal; Tuskegee Institute, Tus- 
kegee; Miles College, Birmingham; and 
Talladega College. 

Participants gathered for panel ses- 
sions and discussion groups after listen- 
ing to featured addresses by Dan C. 
Whitsett of First Methodist church, 
Sylacauga, Ala., and President Arthur D. 
Gray of Talladega College. 

“Strangely,” Mr. Whitsett said, ‘there 
are many who ask that the voice of the 
church be silent about any discussion of 
the racial issue but these same people 
never ask the politician—or the spokes- 
man for the White Citizens Councils—to 
be silent.” 

Dr. Gray said the main task of the 
church is to “open the door of commu- 
nication between white and colored people 
in the South.” 

In their discussions, the students stress- 
ed that fears and prejudices marking 
racial conflicts were “deep-rooted in be- 
havior patterns” and that efforts to 
change attitudes in the Christian com- 
munity would require “deep study of the 
message of reconciliation” and face a 
multitude of barriers. 

They also agreed there are “consider- 
able indications” that Christians in Ala- 
bama are “even now beginning to assert 
their adherence to belief in reconciliation 
through love of Christ.” 


International Studies 
Program at S‘western 

A full-scale program in International 
Studies will be offered beginning next 
fall at Southwestern at Memphis. The 
college says this will be the first such 
program in the Mid-South, offering basic 
preparation for careers in the diplomatic 
service or in international tade. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 





EE 





—— 





er: 
lea 


tou 


ac 
uat 


a t 
lust 


MA 


nd 
Jes 


ng 
ni- 


the 


fa 
the 
Je- 


ing 
an 


of 


ev- 


100 


ver- 
sca- 
e at 
ege; 
and 
The 
Col- 
Col- 
lus- 


and 


ses- 


sten- 


irch, 
ir D. 


there 
f the 
mn. of 
eople 
okes- 
s—to 


f the 
nmu- 
eople 


tress- 
king 
in be- 
rts to 
com- 
of the 
face a 


isider- 
n Ala- 

assert 
liation 


ational 
g next 
. The 
st such 
g basic 
lomatic 


TLOOK 








re 


=—_-—-— 


—— 





Plans Made to Receive 
Russian Group June 2 


New York (rNs)—Eight Christian 
leaders from the Soviet Union will arrive 
here by plane June 2 for a ten-day visit 
as guests of the National Council of 
Churches, it was announced by Eugene 
Carson Blake, president. 

Dr. Blake was chairman of a nine- 
member delegation of American church- 
men who visited Moscow in March. 

The group will include an Armenian 
and four Russian Orthodox Church lead- 
ers, two representatives of the All-Soviet 
Council of Evangelical Christians (a 
Baptist body), and Archbishop Jan 
Kiivet of Tallinn, head of the Evangeli- 
cal Lutheran Church of Estonia. 

Metropolitan Nikolai of Krutitsky and 
Kolomna, second-ranking prelate of the 
Russian Orthodox Church, will head the 
delegation. Other Russian Orthodox in 
the group will be Archpriest Michael 
Slavnitzky of Leningrad; Archpriest 
Konstantine Ruzhitsky, rector of Mos- 
cow Theological Academy; and Prof. 
Vladimir Ivanovitch Talizin of the Mos- 
cow Academy. The Armenian Orthodox 
member has not yet been named. 

Representing Russian Baptists will be 
Alexei Leonidovitch Andreev, vice-presi- 
dent of the All-Soviet Council, and Alexei 
Nicolaevitch Karpov, pastor of the Mos- 
cow Baptist church. 

Accompanying the deputation as in- 
terpreter will be Timothy Gregorievitch 
Smirnoff of Moscow. He acted as inter- 
preter for the American churchmen when 
they were in Moscow. 

This is the first official visit of a group 
of Russian churchmen to the U.S. None 
of the eight members of the delegation 
has ever been in this country before. 

During their stay they will hold sev- 
eral conferences with National Council 
leaders to continue conversations begun 
in Moscow. They also will make a brief 
tour of several cities in the East. 








Reader’s Forum 
Pet Peeves from 
Pulpit and Platform 


FROM CANADA 
Words and phrases we are sick of : 

Grassroots. 

From head-office down (why not from 
local-church-right-down-to-the-board ?). 

Consensus of opinion (consensus is 
enough). 

Inferred for implied. 

Graduate—one doesn’t graduate from 
a college; the college graduates its grad- 
uates.* 

Felt badly (for felt bad). 

—Enpitors, United Church Observer. 


*Dictionaries now list graduate as both 
a transitive and intransitive verb—to il- 
lustrate the triumph of usage. 
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Have you 


Foreign 
Masszons 
|22 your 
Will? 


-_ spiritual satisfaction in knowing that your 
will—your last earthly business transaction—con- 
tains a gift to the Lord’s work. 


There’s joy in knowing that your gift will live far 
down into the future, carrying the Gospel to those in 
need. 


Many members of our Church have remembered 
Foreign Missions in their wills. Our Board of World 
Missions has not only provided a channel for the 
careful and efficient use of such gifts, but has fre- 
quently been able to assist donors in arranging their 
legacy exactly as they wish. 


If we can be of service to you in this way, please let 
us know. We have a little folder on wills that we 


will be glad to mail anyone on request. 


CURRY B. HEARN, TREASURER 


“To Foretgu Missions a Share” 


remembered 


BoaRD OF WORLD MISSIONS 
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ANY QUESTIONS? 


Questions are answered here by ministers 
serving on a radio telephone panel. Most 
questions are submitted by telephone; some 
by mail (to The Outlook). Answers are re- 
corded and then submitted for amendment 
or revision. Participants here are: James E. 
Bear, Union Seminary (Va.) faculty; Charles 
E. S. Kraemer, president General Assembly’s 
Training School; Frederick H. Olert, Second 
church, Richmond, Va. 


DOES GOD WANT PRAISE? 


Why does God want us to praise 
him? 


Bear: The question is asked as if God 
desired people to cheer him up, cheer him 
on, to clap their hands because he is God, 
praising him for his own sake. I do 
not think that God expects, or wants 
men to praise him for his own sake. We 
could better thus ask this question: Why 
should men praise God? Then one an- 
swer would be that men show their own 
quality in the light of what they praise. 
If a man praises a crook he reveals some- 
thing about himself. If a man praises 
sexual looseness, that reveals something 
about the man. But when a man praises 
what is good and pure and honorable and 
true, when man praises that which is seen 
in sacrificing love, this also reveals some- 
thing about a man, and I believe that 
God is interested in men coming to ap- 
preciate what he himself embodies in the 
way of character. It shows that we have 
become men able to approve and appre- 
ciate that which is good. Second, we may 
think of our praising God as meaning 
expressing our admiration or our grati- 
tude towards him for what he is and 
what he does. Our very praise may lead 
other people too to come to God and to 
find out for themselves how praiseworthy 
he is. 


FULL-TIME WORK 


How can I tell if I am called to full- 
time work in some church vocation? 


KRAEMER: ‘To the person who is con- 
sidering a call to a particular full-time 
church vocation, let me say first of all, 
others can help you with your decision, 
but only within limits. It is finally up 
to you to know. Not everyone is called 
to a full-time church vocation and not 
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everyone who thinks he is called to a full- 
time church vocation, is called. All 
Christians are or should be in full-time 
vocations for Christ. But to get back 
to the specific question of the full-time 
church vocation, these things can be of 
help to you. If you feel some call in that 
direction, some tendency, some inclina- 
tion, ask yourself this, Do I have the 
talent that would be required to do the 
work? Is there a need which I can fill? 
Would I be willing to submit myself to 
the discipline and the sacrifice that might 
be necessary to fit me for such a vocation ? 


OBEYING A LAW 
Should we obey a law we don’t ap- 
prove? 

OLERT: Laws in a democratic or re- 
publican country come into being through 
a well defined process. A law represents 
a majority vote. When a law is enacted 
and becomes part of the statutes of the 
nation every person is bound to obey it 
or anarchy would result. I would sug- 
gest that the questioner make an intelli- 
gent approach to the study of a law which 
he does not approve, trace it to its initia- 
tion and origin and consider the problem 
which it is designed to solve. If he had 
an honest sense of social responsibility 
he would then probably see the wisdom of 
the law. Law is not to be based on indi- 
vidual desire or personal approval. It 
is usually based on a social need. It 
would be advisable for this person to read 
Paul’s Letter to the Romans, Chapter 13. 

There may be one exception in which 
a law may be disobeyed. When con- 
science is actually violated a man need 
not obey the law. In the free world con- 
scientious objection is usually sustained. 
It is also well to note that there are dem- 
ocratic procedures by which laws can be 
changed. They frequently are. But if 
citizenship is to have integrity all laws 
are to be obeyed. 
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BRITISH WEEKLY 
Peter Parson’s Log 


I had occasion to consult two books of 
prayers this morning, and I was struck 
by the difference between them. One, 
an old book but still as fresh as a daisy, 
Walter Rauschenbusch’s Prayers of the 
Social Awakening, says in the preface: 
“Permission is gladly given to reprint 
single prayers in newspapers, church pro- 
grams and similar publications.” The 
other book, a modern one, induced in me 
a most unprayerful feeling when I read, 
“All rights in this book are reserved. It 
may not be used for dramatic, motion or 
talking-picture purposes . . . or repro- 
duced in any manner whatsoever without 
permission in writing, except in the case 
of brief quotations embodied in critical 
articles and reviews.” 

+ + 


A friend of mine was having an ar- 
gument with his old aunt who believes 
herself to be a fundamentalist. Surely, he 
said, you don’t believe that everything in 
the Bible is of equal value, equally bind- 
ing on all Christians? The lady is an 
ardent feminist, so he clinched it by ask- 
ing, You don’t believe what St. Paul said 
about women? She was nonplussed, but 
only fora moment. “Yes,” she answered, 
“TI do believe it, but I don’t agree with 
it.” 

* * * 


Reading some recent reports from de- 
nominational headquarters made me dig 
out the following quotation: ‘““The Roman 
Church builds the divine right of the 
papacy on two texts, much as if one 
should build a skyscraper on two trestles 
and a plank; Presbyterians, if I mistake 
not, have only a single text to justify their 
division of teaching and ruling elders. 
A little text has to go a long way. As 
housewives roll out a little dough to make 
crust for a great and noble pie, so do the 
writers on church polity flatten out a 
single fact to hold a juicy mass of in- 
ference and deduction.” 





Ministers’ Vacation Exchange 


Including U.S., USA, AR and 
United Presbyterians 





EXCHANGE OR SUPPLY 

Moosic, Pa., 450 mbs, suburban, 5 mi. 
Scranton, near lakes; July 15-Aug. 12; 
manse excg; prefer within 600 mile-limit. 
Wm. J. Frazer, 625 Main St., Moosic 7, Pa. 

Athens, La., ch, 90 mbs, 1 svs, manse 
excg; July; would like to supply in Aug. 
in or near Philadelphia. C. L. Shelby, 
Athens, La. 


NEED SUPPLY 


Beloit, Kan., ch, 225 mbs, Aug. 5 & 19, 
10 a.m, informal svs; no manse; Ray Steger, 
401 E. Main St., Beloit, Kan. 


WISH TO SUPPLY 
Kansas City or South or West. 
Fazekas. Box 115, Sardinia, Ohio. 
Richmond, Va., or vicinity, July 29 and/ 
or Aug. 5. Wm, M. Ramsay, 140 Highland 
Blivd., Paducah, Ky. 
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Sharing the Gospel with the World 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
Sunday School Lesson for May 27, 1956 


Acts 12:25—15:35 


We study this week the beginning of 
the church’s systematic effort to win the 
world for Jesus Christ. The evangeliza- 
tion of Judea and Samaria and the re- 
gions adjacent thereto was a spontaneous 
movement carried through by Christians 
in every walk of life. The first mission- 
ary journey of Paul was a deliberate 
attempt to carry the gospel into the great 
world beyond by men who made this their 
one aim in life. 

The idea of a missionary expedition 
originated in a little group of workers— 
prophets (men inspired by the Holy 
Spirit with a direct message from God) 
and teachers (transmitting the doctrines 
of the church), who ministered to the 
great church in Antioch. Five of them 
are mentioned by name. First comes the 
name of Barnabas, senior in service and 
dignity. He had been one of the leaders 
of the church in Jerusalem (4:36; 9:29; 
11:22), but had come to Antioch a year 
before this time and had made great 
contributions to the development of the 
church in that city. The second was 
Symeon, that was called Niger, that is 
black. He may have been a Negro, as 
some think, or it may be that his name 
came from his dark complexion. The 
third was Lucius of Cyrene, a province 
in North Africa, adjoining Egypt. Very 
likely he was one of the original evan- 
gelists who, when they had come to An- 
tioch, spoke unto the Greeks also, preach- 
ing the Lord Jesus (11:20). The fourth 
was Manaen, “a member of the court 
of Herod” Antipas, the tetrarch of Gali- 
lee. He must have lost this position when 
he became a Christian, becoming one 
of the many who sacrificed position and 
ease to become an evangelist of the Chris- 
tian gospel. The fifth, probably the 
youngest in years and in point of service, 
was Saul, that brilliant young rabbi who 
had persecuted the church until he met 
Christ on the Damascus road. Following 
that event he had preached Jesus for a 
short period in Damascus and Jerusalem, 
and had labored for nine years in the 
vicinity of Tarsus; he had been a year 
now in Antioch. 

1. Heeding the Spirit 

The idea of a missionary expedition 
came to these five men while they “were 
worshipping the Lord and fasting.” Just 
how the idea came to them we do not 
know. The idea was probably broached 
by one of the party, then, after there had 
been a general discussion, and a prayer 
for divine guidance had been offered, they 
voted unanimously to send out Barnabas 
and Saul as their representatives and at 
the church’s expense. Years later Paul 
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told the story to Luke. “We thought 
then,” he probably said, “that it is what 
Jesus would have us do. And now I 
know that it was his Spirit that warmed 
our hearts and moved us to take the action 
that we did.” We who read know that 
he was right. And when we meet in 
Christian groups we pray that the Spirit 
will likewise lead us. 

It was a very solemn meeting that sent 
them forth. The little group of workers 
fasted and prayed and laid their hands 
on them (in the presence of the congrega- 
tion) and sent them away. By this action 
the church set them apart, dedicated them 
to their task and solemnly committed them 
to the grace of God, praying that his 
blessing might rest upon the work which 
they had inaugurated. Especially to be 
noticed is that this church with a vision 
sent as missionaries their ablest men, 
their most eloquent preachers. Accom- 
panying them in a subordinate capacity 
was a young man named John Mark, who 
later became the writer of the first Gospel. 


Il. Turning to the Gentiles 

The three men sailed first to Cyprus, 
an island about seventy miles distant 
from Antioch. They landed at Salamis 
in the east and worked their way through 
the island, speaking in the synagogues 
only, until they came to Paphos on the 
western coast. No results are recorded 
(probably because Luke is interested in 
the development of the Gentile mission) 
until at the very end Saul dramatically 
stepped to the fore and won the heart of 
Sergius Paulus, the Roman proconsul 
(13 :6-12). 

Barnabas seems to have realized here 
that Saul had gifts which he himself did 
not possess. He retired into the back- 
ground and allowed Saul, who from this 
point on uses his Roman name, Paul, in- 
stead of his Jewish name, Saul, to direct 
the expedition. Paul led the party north- 
ward to the mainland. They did not 
tarry on the coast as might have been ex- 
pected, but pressed on over the Taurus 
mountains, in spite of dangerous passes 
and bandit-infested roads. Why Paul 
chose this course we cannot say. Pam- 
phylia, however, was off the main line 
of travel, while Antioch of Pisidia was 
on that great commercial highway that 
bound the Empire together. It may be 
that Paul already had formed the purpose 
which fired him until the end of his days 
—the purpose of winning the Roman Em- 
pire for Christ. His grand strategy was 
to push right across the Empire from 
East to West, planting the church in the 
strategic centers of every great province, 
expecting it to spread out into the ad- 


joining regions. 

In Antioch Paul offered the gospel not 
only to the Jews, but also to the God- 
fearing Gentiles who were accustomed to 
attend the synagogues (13:16). The pur- 
pose of his address was to point out that 
the great promises made by God to Israel 
were fulfilled in Jesus. “Let it be known 
to you,” he concluded, “that through 
this man forgiveness of sins is proclaimed 
to you, and by him everyone that believes 
is freed (justified) from everything from 
which you could not be freed by the law 
of Moses” (13:38). 

The people were deeply moved by the 
address. They invited Paul to speak 
to them again on the following Sabbath. 
And when the service was over many of 
the Jews and Gentile proselytes followed 
Paul and Barnabas, who spoke to them 
at great length, urging them to continue 
in the grace of God, i.e., to rely upon his 
offer of mercy through Jesus Christ rather 
than upon strict adherence to the Mosaic 
Law. 

During the week the news spread from 
mouth to mouth and on the next Sabbath 
it seemed that the whole city, not only 
Jews, but Gentiles as well, were gathered 
together to hear the Word of God. Paul 
no doubt developed the thoughts he had 
presented on the previous Sabbath. But 
now some of the Jews contradicted his 
statements and blasphemed the name of 
Jesus. Luke tells us the reason for their 
attitude. They were jealous of their an- 
cient privilege as the people of God and 
were not willing to accept a gospel which 
meant the abrogation of these principles, 
which threatened their sole custody of 
the promised Kingdom, and which put 
them on a level with the other folk whom 
they had been accustomed to disdain. 

Paul understood the situation and did 
not hesitate. “It was necessary,” he said, 
“that the word of God should be spoken 
first to you. Since you thrust it from 
you, and judge yourself unworthy of 
eternal life, behold we turn to the Gen- 
tiles.” 

“This incident,” says Dr. Horton, “is 
the true turning point at which a Gentile 
Christianity formally and definitely be- 
gins.” Before this the gospel had been 
offered only to those Gentiles who had 
come so far toward Judaism as to worship 
in the synagogues, but now Paul offered it 
directly to those who stood without and 
with whom no Jew could associate. From 
this time on, as we shall see, his method 
of work in any city was to begin in the 
synagogue, if there was one, and con- 
tinue there as long as Jews would allow; 
then, when its doors were closed against 
him, as usually happened soon, to preach 
in Gentile homes and public places until 
he was forced to depart. 


lll. Meeting Opposition 


Paul’s action in Antioch was justified 
by subsequent events; for when the Gen- 
tiles heard this they were glad, “and as 
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many as were ordained to eternal life 
believed.”” The word ordained, says Dr. 
McGregor in the Interpreter’s Bible, 
“might mean little more than ‘disposed’ 
with reference to human choice. But it 
is much more likely that God’s predes- 
tination is in view,”’ which is good Pres- 
byterian doctrine. 

How long Paul remained in the city 
we do not know, probably for several 
months. As the work grew the Jews 
became more and more embittered. Fi- 
nally they incited the influential women 
among the Gentiles who attended the 
synagogue services and through them, 
probably, the chief men of the city and 
in this way stirred up a persecution 
against Paul and Barnabas and in the 
end were able to drive them out of the 
city. 

After his forced departure from An- 
tioch Paul preached the gospel in three 
other cities, all of which were in the 
Roman province of Galatia and on or 
near the great highway that ran the 
breadth of the empire. His experiences 
in Iconium paralleled those in Antioch. 
Here “unbelieving Jews stirred up the 
Gentiles and poisoned their minds against 
the brethren.” How was the poison in- 
troduced? We do not know, but irre- 
sponsible rumors, unverified charges, 
false innuendoes, half-truths and lies cut 
out of the whole cloth, appeals to preju- 
dices and the like spread like poison 
through the system. The tragedy is that 
so many of us are so easily victimized. 
Fortunately Paul caught wind of the plot 
against him and fled just in time to escape 
serious injury. In Lystra Paul was first 
escent as a - by the —— 


Lycaonians and then stoned and dragged 
out of the city for dead. Only in Derbe 
was he unmolested. This last city was 
on the high road from Iconium to the 
Silican gates, which offered an easy pass 
through the mountains and was only 160 
miles from Tarsus. It would have been 
natural to have gone on to Cilicia and 
thus to Antioch in Syria. 


IV. Organizing Churches 


Instead Paul and Barnabas returned 
to Lystra, where Paul had been stoned 
and left for dead; to Iconium, where they 
had barely beaten the stones out of the 
city; to Antioch of Pisidia, where they 
had been driven out by a mob. It was 
too dangerous to preach publicly, so they 
met with believers privately, confirming 
them in the faith, warning them that they 
must expect to suffer for Jesus’ sake, and 
appointing (the word may mean ‘to elect’) 
elders in every church. We discover later 
that this was the pattern which Paul 
followed in organizing all of his churches 
and the pattern which had been adopted 
by the mother church in Jerusalem (cf. 
Acts 11:30; 15:2,6,22). It becomes clear 
too that bishops and elders were inter- 
changeable terms for the same office (Acts 
20:17,28 in the Greek; Titus 1:5,7). In 
the second century the bishopric became 
a distinct office, and in the third century 
bishops came to have oversight of a dio- 
cese. After the Reformation Presbyte- 
rians returned to the New Testament 
pattern in which each church was gov- 
erned by a group of elders (Greek: pres- 
byters), chosen as representative of the 
people. 

Leaving Galatia the two missionaries 
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stopped for a while in Perga, preached 
the gospel there for the first time and 
sailed thence directly to Antioch. In the 
presence of the assembled church they 
delivered their report (the first mission- 
ary report on record), emphasizing not 
their hardships and trials, but what they 
had wrought with God’s help, not what 
men had done to them but what God had 
done through them, and that now through 
faith in Christ, rather than exact sub- 
scription to the Mosaic law, a door had 
been opened to the Gentiles (14:27). A 
door! That was it—a door that later 
might be shut, but now was opened. If 
they did not let the opportunity slip, mul- 
titudes might enter through that door 
and the Roman Empire itself might be 
won for Christ. 


For Further Consideration 

Paul and Barnabas saw the need of 
sharing the gospel with the world. The 
history of the church and the world was 
changed thereby. What do you think they 
would select as the greatest need and 
opportunity for the church today? Would 
it be world missions or church extension 
into our rapidly growing suburbs, or 
Christian education, or evangelism after 
the pattern of Billy Graham, or the fuller 
use of radio and television—one of these 
or all, and more? 

Paul and Barnabas adapted their plans 
to meet the actual situation. They de- 
veloped a plan for winning the Roman 
empire to Christ. What would be their 
strategy of world conquest today ? 

Paul and Barnabas saw the importance 
of the Gentiles for the future development 
of the Kingdom of God. The peoples of 
Asia and Africa will play a larger role 
in tomorrow’s world. What does this 
mean, if anything, to the world mission 
of the church? 

Paul and Barnabas met two contrast- 
ing dangers—the peril of being worshiped 
and the peril of being stoned. Which is 
the greater danger to the individual and 
to the church—the danger of popularity 
or the danger of persecution; the world’s 
friendship or the world’s enmity ? 

Paul and Barnabas found that a door 
of faith was opened. If the church had 
failed to take advantage of this oppor- 
tunity the door would have been closed, 
the evangelization of Europe would have 
been postponed, it may be, for a thousand 
years. A door of faith is opened now in 
some lands, in some it seems to be clos- 
ing, in others it has been closed, or nearly 
so. Suppose we do not take advantage 
of the opened doors, and in another gen- 
eration or two, they too are closed (as 
they might well be). What difference 
will it make? 

The missionary enterprise was launch- 
ed in Antioch by five men who worship- 
ing, heard the voice of the Holy Spirit, 
and hastened to obey. How may we re- 
ceive the Spirit’s message today? 

Lesson theme and scripture copyrighted by the Divi- 


vision of Education, National Council of Churches. Scrip 
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CHANGES 

R. Calvin Dobson has announced his 
resignation as pastor of the First church, 
St. Louis, Mo., as soon as his successor 
can be found. 

John N. Montgomery from Panama 
City, Fla., to First church, Box 1366, Ft. 
Myers, Fla. 

Charles A. Harper has retired from the 
ministry, following service as pastor of 
the Frayser church, Memphis, Tenn. 

James R. Kennedy, Farmville, Va., will 
become pastor of the Hinton, W. Va., 
church June 6 at 423 3rd Ave. 

George E. Staples, Highland church, 
Winston-Salem, N. C., is to become minis- 
ter to students at Davidson College 
(N.C.) beginning in August. There he 
will have overall responsibility for the 
religious life and activities of the campus. 

Merrill R. Nelson from Minneapolis, 
Minn., to Room 625, 315 Broadway, Los 
Angeles 13, Calif. 

W. A. Engstrom from Natalia, Texas, 
to Box 844, Pleasanton, Texas. 

Archie W. Jones, formerly of the 
Moravian Church, is the new pastor of 
the Meadowview church, Lexington, N. C. 

Percy Carter, who was formerly of the 
American Baptist Convention, is pastor 
of the new church in the Dellabrook 
community of Winston-Salem, N. C. 

Wm. T. Kennon from Albany, Ga., to 
the Woodlawn church, 5624 First Ave., 
North, Birmingham 6, Ala. 


TRAVEL 

Richard E. Coulter, Porter Street 
church, Richmond, Va., will visit Great 
Britain during the summer, studying for 
one term at Oxford and. preaching in 
England and Wales. 


LITTLE ROCK 

The Greater Little Rock Ministerial 
Alliance and the Negro Interdenomina- 
tional Ministerial Alliance will merge in 
June. There are 60 members in the first 
group and 30 in the second. 
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BILLY GRAHAM 

In his current Richmond, Va., crusade, 
Evangelist Billy Graham took time for 
two trips to Washington, D. C. On the first 
he received the Washington Pilgrimage 
“Churchman of the Year” award. On 
the second he attended a meeting of the 
directors of the now-developing publica- 
tion, “Christianity Today” (OUTLOOK, 
Apr. 23 editorial). 


COMMENCEMENT 


Speakers announced for the approaching 
commencement season are listed below. 
Numbers indicate: (1) Baccalaureate 
preacher; (2) commencement speaker; 
(3) others. 

Florence (Ala.) State College—(1) J. 
V. Summerell, Florence, May 20. 

Assembly’s Training School, Richmond, 
Va.—(1) Albert G. Edwards, Harrison- 
burg, Va., May 20; (2) James D. Smart, 
Toronto, Canada, May 21. 

Louisville Seminary — (1) President 
Frank H. Caldwell, May 27; (2) Dan D. 
Rhodes, Southwestern, Memphis, May 28. 

Southwestern at Memphis—(1) Miles A. 
Freeman, Auburn, Ind., June 3; (2) Dean 
Rusk, Rockefeller Foundation, New York, 
June 5; (3)) Jefferson Davis, Atlanta, 
Ga., June 2. 

Hanover—(1) Wm. R. Laws, Columbus, 
Ind.; (2) President Byron K. Trippet of 
Wabash College, June 11. 





HONORARY DEGREES 


Bridgewater College: D. D.—-Massey M. 
Heltzel, Ginter Park church, Richmond, 
Va. 

Southwestern at Memphis: D. D.— 
Warner L. Hall, Charlotte, N. C.; Wave 
H. McFadden, Monroe, La.; Henry H. 
Rightor, Charlotte, N. C.; HH. D.: Ed- 
ward, F. Barry, Memphis; Mrs. Andrew 
Dale, Columbia, Tenn.; LL. D.: Mayor 
Edmund Orgill, Memphis. 

Hanover—D. D.: David B. Tallman, 
New Castle, Ind.; Wm. R. Laws, Colum- 
bus, Ind.; LL. D.: Robert Whitney, Louis- 
ville Symphony conductor; President 
Byron K. Trippet, Wabash College. 


Barth: 7Oth Birthday 


BASLE, SWITZERLAND (RNS) — Karl 
Barth, noted Swiss Protestant theologian, 
celebrated his 70th birthday on May 10. 

Still very active, Dr. Barth is a lec- 
turer at the University of Basle. He 
recently completed the 10th volume of 
his major work, “Kirkliche Dogmatik.” 

The son of a Reformed Church pro- 
fessor, Dr. Barth was born at Basle in 
1886 and received his early training in 
the democratic, progressive schools of 
German Switzerland. 
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